	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number:    Resolution 2016-0784
Sponsor: Council Member Gulliford
Date of Introduction: November 22, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, R
Date of Analysis: November 21, 2016
Type of Action: Support of application for North Florida Freight Rail Enhancement Program
Bill Summary: This resolution supports the Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) submission of the North Florida Freight Rail Enhancement Program (Phase II) and its bid for funding via the Fastlane Grants Program under the United States Department of Transportation (U.S.DOT); and directs the Legislative Services Division to forward a copy of the adopted resolution to JTA.
Background Information: Over the past twenty years, Northeast Florida has struggled with fixing a transportation gridlock impacting both sides of the St. Johns River in Downtown Jacksonville. The issue involves the convergence of two Class 1 railroads (CSX and Norfolk Southern), and FEC Railroad which have grown as freight traffic, highway traffic and the Northeast Florida community has expanded. The North Florida Freight Rail Enhancement Program will significantly improve freight and mobility in the area adjacent to the Jacksonville Regional Transportation Center and Prime F. Osborn Convention Center.  Funding from the North Florida Freight Rail Enhancement Program will assist in:

· improving rail fluidity in the region, which will in turn expedite statewide and national freight movement; 
· reducing vehicle conflicts on streets leading to downtown Jacksonville;

· improving safety and air quality; 
· improving freight and trains ability to travel more efficiently through the area unencumbered by switching delays;
· removing system constraints and upgrade operations to improve efficiency/safety of operations; and
· reducing delay and vehicle conflicts in congested area which improve roadway access to nearby hospitals and trauma center
Policy Impact: Jacksonville Transportation Authority
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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